
78 Notes

The end of the Civil War and 
an introduction to 

Reconstruction



Southern General Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
Union General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, 
Virginia on April 9, 1865.  This effectively ends 
the war, although some fighting will continue 
over the next month. 



The largest surrender by Southern soldiers was at 
Greensboro, NC.



President Lincoln was assassinated by the actor John Wilkes 

Booth  on April 14th, 1865.  Lincoln had planned to bring the 

South back into the US peacefully and quickly.  Lincoln had the 

13th Amendment ratified (passed) permanently ending slavery in 

the US.



Northern industry greatly expanded providing 
need uniforms, weapons, and supplies for the 
war.  



The Southern economy is ruined.  Many cities are 
burned, farms destroyed, Confederate dollars 
made worthless.  Over 4 million enslaved people, 
worth millions of invested dollars are now free 
people.



The Freedmen’s Bureau is set up to provide legal 
help, schools, military protection, and assist the 
Freedmen (former slaves). 



Freedmen’s Bureau schools were set up across 
the South for students of all ages.  Northerners 
paid for many additional schools. 



■ President Andrew Johnson supports 
Southern whites and their efforts to make 
the Freedmen as close to slaves as 
possible

■ Radical Republicans, however, demand 
full citizenship for the FREEDMEN (former 
slaves)

■ Reconstruction - rebuilding the South

■ 13th Amendment - ends Slavery in the US

■ 14th Amendment - Citizenship and due 
process of the law

■ 15th Amendment - African-American men 
can vote



10 Southern states are put under military rule to protect 

the rights of the Freedmen and elect leaders who are not 

tied to the Confederacy. 



■ The ruins 
of Richmond, 
Virginia 

■ Freedmen voting 
for the first time in 
1867,

■ Freedmen’s 
Bureau in Memphis

■ 1866 race riot in 
Memphis



Over 1500 Freedmen were elected 
during Reconstruction



Civil Rights and 
Economic 
Opportunities



Southern groups like the Ku Klux Klan used 
violence and terror to prevent the Freedmen 
from voting gaining political equality.



Southern Whites also wrote laws to limit 
African-American voting rights.

■ Literacy Test - Prove you can read 
before voting

■ Grandfather Clause - You can vote if 
your Grandfather did (whites only)

■ Jim Crow laws - Segregation / 
separation of races in everything from 
schools to city parks to railroad cars.



SHARECROPPING forced hundreds of 
thousands of Freedmen into a cycle of poverty


